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SET DESIGN BY DAVID FLEISCHER 

WHEN SET DESIGNER DAVID FLEISCHER DISCUSSED WITH DIRECTOR KIP 
WILLIAMS HOW BEST TO CAPTURE CHILDREN OF THE SUN’S VISUAL WORLD, 
PAINTINGS WERE A KEY REFERENCE POINT. REPRESENTING A RAMBLING 
MANSION IN PRE-REVOLUTIONARY RUSSIA, DAVID WANTED THE SET TO HAVE 
THE RICH PATINA OF A WELL-LOVED OIL PAINTING FROM THE ERA, WITH THE 
SAME PAINTERLY INTERPLAY OF LIGHT AND TEXTURE.
The way Danish painter Vilhelm Hammershøi (1864-1916) married architecture and light, and his succinct distillation of 
elements were strong influences on the early direction of the design. The repeated presence of open doorways, lone figures 
and delicate blankets of daylight made these paintings useful as stimuli for both the visual world and the theatrical language 
of the play.



The work of Hammershøi’s countryman and contemporary Carl Vilhelm Holsøe (1863-1935) contained inspiring use of 
sunlight.

Other Russian painters such as Nikolai Kasatkin (1859-1930) lent their colour palettes and the sense of character in their 
portraiture.



Bringing the design into three dimensions requires styling that both reflects the era and the needs of the play. With large 
ensemble of actors regularly making entrances and exits, the free flow of people was one practical consideration, while large 
windows and open doorways offer plenty of room for the cast to be part of the stage picture even when they’re not involved 
in the main action of a scene. Historical images helped refine the palette of materials that David worked into the design - 
timber, cane, linen - as well as the styling objects - plants, fresh wild flowers and trinkets. 



Costume design for Melaniya in Children of the Sun. (Sketch: Renée Mulder)

COSTUME DESIGN BY RENÉE MULDER 



Costume design for Protasov in Children of the Sun. (Sketch: Renée Mulder)



Costume design for Vageen in Children of the Sun. (Sketch: Renée Mulder)



Costume design for Yelena in Children of the Sun. (Sketch: Renée Mulder)



Costume design for Nanny in Children of the Sun. (Sketch: Renée Mulder)



Costume design for Avdotya in Children of the Sun. (Sketch: Renée Mulder)



Costume design for Yegor in Children of the Sun. (Sketch: Renée Mulder)


